[bookmark: _GoBack]Briefly discuss why Latin American history matters (check the textbook. Ch. 2). Then, select ONE stage of Latin American development: The Indigenous Era/Colonialism or Independence/Post-independence. Imagine that you need to give a talk to a group of high school students, highlighting 2-3 key issues of the subject matter selected. Draw conclusions.
The history of Latin America matters because it helps the Latin Americans connect their past with the present. By connecting the past and the present, the Latin Americans can understand who they are, what they value and how they should treat each by correcting the mistakes made by their ancestors. 
The Latin Americans are the pre-Colombian people of North and Central America and their ancestors. Latin Americans had been under colonial rule of Iberians powers for over three centuries. However, between 1808 and 1826, most of the Latin America countries are reported to have slipped out of the Iberian powers and gained their independence. Various factors marked the independence era of the Latin Americans. One of these factors is the Monroe Doctrine. The Monroe Doctrine refers to the policy that was created by the U.S to protect the Latin American countries from being colonized by European based countries. The policy was created in 1823 by the then U.S President James Monroe. With this policy, the Latin American countries were able to establish themselves independently. Another major factor that defined Latin Americans independence is the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo that was signed in 1848. As a result of the negative impacts of the war between Mexico and the United States, there was a need to end the war by the two countries signing a peace agreement. The terms of the agreement required Mexico to cede 55% of its territory to the United States.  
History is important because it connects people with their past and teaches them their values. Latin Americans had been colonized by the Iberian powers before most of them gained their independence. Some of the two main factors that defined the independence of Latin Americans include the Monroe Doctrine and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
